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complete dissolution the ideal of a so-called social order.
As a matter of fact, if the individual were really the sole
end of all moral effort, little objection could be urged against
an ideal of this sort. But the nature of man distinctly
vetoes any such proposal to do away with the social order,
and thus indicates plainly that society, like the family, has
independent moral ends, which it can attain only through
its division into different orders of occupation and culture.
While these orders originated in part from other considera-
tions, they are emphasised and protected by the moral
ends which they serve. Since we have already discussed
(pp. 267 ff.) the moral influence that membership in a definite
social class exerts on the individual, we need merely glance
at the moral effects of the social order on society itself.

Division of labour is the vital condition of all the more
comprehensive forms of intellectual effort The family
pursues moral ends which the individual cannot pursue, and
which the family could not attain unless every one of its
members had his own indicated and peculiar tasks, based on
his natural endowment and intellectual development Just
so in the case of society, a division into definite classes is an
arrangement essential to the ends of the whole and hence
to the morality of the individual as well We have found
the fundamental assumption in all intellectual life to be that
while the individual is on the one hand borne along on the
current of the ideas and endeavours of the society to which
he belongs, on the other hand he reacts upon society
through his own ideas and tendencies of will In this
ceaseless process of action and reaction the creative function
belongs wholly to the individual consciousness: society
merely conserves what individuals have won. But the only
way in which it can make its intellectual treasures available
for future development, and thus bring about that continuity
of the intellectual life which is essential to all progress, is